
19th Century 1800-1900 20th Century 1900-2000 21st Century 2000-2020  

Toys - Wooden dolls, doll houses, 
tea sets, ball and cup, spinning top 

and toy soldiers 

 

Toys - Teddy bears, Barbie dolls, 
action man, electronic games, 
computers and games consoles  

 

Toys - handheld games, virtual 
reality consoles  

?  

RECAP! - Materials 

Toys in the past were 
all made out of wood 

as plastic wasn’t 
invented until the 

Sticky knowledge  

Toys have existed for thousands of years. They were made out of 
materials that were available at the time. Even stones and string have 

been used to make toys in the past.  

Rich Victorian children played with toys such as clockwork trains, rocking 
horses, tea sets and dolls. Poorer children played with homemade toys 
such as peg dolls, wooden boats and rags stuffed with sawdust to make 

balls or toy animals  

Modern toys are mainly made of plastic. This is because it is usually safer 
and easier to make things with.  

Many modern toys use electricity to work. Computers and consoles were 
invented in the 20th Century.  

Rich Victorian children's toys  Poor Victorian children's toys  

             Rocking horses, toy  

             soldiers and Dolls house  

Spinning toys, peg dolls 

and skipping ropes 

 The Hula Hoop became one of the first toy crazes in the United States in the 1950’s.  

 The teddy bear was named after Theodore Teddy Roosevelt the president at the time.  

 Chalk was used by teachers to write on the blackboard.  

 

Objective- changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used 
to reveal aspects of change in national life  

 An excellent 
book to 
extend 
learning 

further at 
home  
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Question 1: Toys are different in the 
present compared to the past 
because they… (Tick two) 

Start of the 
unit 

End of the 
unit  

Usually need batteries   

Are usually wooden   

Are usually plastic   

Are usually handmade    

Question 2: Chronology means… Start of the 
unit 

End of the 
unit  

Putting events in order of when they 
happened 

  

Sometimes   

In the past    

In the present    

Question 4: Tick all of the toys that your 
grandparents would most likely have played 
with (tick 5)  

Start of the 
unit 

End of the 
unit  

An Xbox   

A teddy   

Cards   

Action figures    

An iPad    

Dolls   

Lego    

Question 5: Put these in order of when they 
have happened. The first one has been done 
for you.  

Start of the 
unit 

End of the 
unit  

Recently   

Now   

A long time ago  1  

Before I was born    

Question 3: Complete the boxes in the table below using the words 
‘old’ and ‘plastic’  

                                   Toys  New Toys  

Often wooden            Often           


