
 

 

Key 

Vocabulary 

Meaning 

Baghdad Baghdad was the centre of the Arab caliphate during the 

"Golden Age of Islam" of the 9th and 10th centuries, 

growing to be the largest city worldwide by the 

beginning of the 10th century. 

Mecca Mecca, in a desert valley in western Saudi Arabia, is 

Islam’s holiest city, as it’s the birthplace of the Prophet 

Muhammad and the faith itself. 

Allah Allah is the standard Arabic word for God and is used by 

Arabic-speaking Christians and Jews as well as by 

Muslims. ... The Arabic word thus holds special 

significance for Muslims, regardless of their native 

tongue, because the Arabic word was spoken by God 

himself. Allah is the pivot of the Muslim faith. 

Empire An extensive group of states or countries ruled over by a 

single monarch, an oligarchy, or a sovereign state. 

Sunni The larger of the two main branches of Islam, which 

differs from Shia in its understanding of the Sunna, its 

conception of religious leadership, and its acceptance of 

the first three caliphs. 

Shia One of the two main branches of Islam, followed by 

about a tenth of Muslims, especially in Iran, that rejects 

the first three Sunni caliphs and regards Ali, the fourth 

caliph, as Muhammad's first true successor. 

Arabesque An ornamental design consisting of intertwined flowing 

lines, originally found in ancient Islamic art 

Silk road A network of trade routes linking 

China to the Middle East and Europe, 

first used to carry Chinese silk. 

Caliph A caliph is the leader of a caliphate 

- a political-religious form of 

government of a Muslim community. 

A caliph had to be Muslim, male, 

sane, fair, just, and law-abiding. 

Geometric Repeating, interlaced, or overlapped shapes. 

Calligraphy Decorative handwritten lettering. 

House of 

Wisdom 

The House of Wisdom was a library and 

research facility which collected and translated writing 

from many cultures, including Persian, Indian, ancient 

Greek and Roman texts. 

Arabic The language of the Arabs, spoken by some 150 million 

people throughout the Middle East and North Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What you will be learning about 

1. The importance of Baghdad 
2. The House of Wisdom 
3. Discovery and learning 

4. The first four Caliphs 
5. Islamic art 

6. Trade and power 

Map of the Early Islamic Empire and Baghdad 


