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A WARM WELCOME TO THIS WEEK'S
NEWSLETTER. 

The Catholic virtue this week is Kingdom. This links to Christ the
King from last Sunday's mass. This Sunday is the first Sunday of

Advent, and you may find children will start to talk at home about
what the different colour candles mean. This Sunday it will be the

first purple candle which represents hope. As a school we hope that
the wars in Ukraine and Israel come to an end and that 'man ' can

live in peace.

SAINT MARY’S CATHOLIC VOLUNTARY ACADEMY



ECO TEAM

Our eco team have been in action this week
creating new willow /green areas around

school. Thank you to all the pupils and Mrs
Barber for helping.



RECEPTION ACTIVITY MORNING
Class 1 reception pupils went to New Mills
leisure centre to participate in a range of

multi skill activities with other local schools.
Thank you to Mrs Evans and the teaching

team in helping to organise the event.



RECONCILIATION
On Thursday Father Emmanuel completed a

wonderfully spiritual and reflective reconciliation
service with all of our key stage 2 pupils. He was really
impressed with the children’s respectful attitude to this

wonderful service.

MINI VINNIES
Class three are all part of Mini Vinnies. This is a group of primary school young people who get
together to help those in need within their school and local community. Mini Vinnies introduces
children to social justice issues and to living faith through action as part of the St Vincent de Paul
Society. Class three decided that they would like to help refugees in the local area. The children
have created a poster about this project. They would like to donate toiletries, colouring pencils,
colouring books, note pads and books to a project at St Peter’s church in Hazel Grove who help
refugees. If you can donate any of the above please can these be brought into school by 14th

December.  Thank you for your support.



FAITH IN SMALL HEARTS AND THE
FEAST DAY

 This Friday all our pupils in the Little FISH (Faith in
Small Hearts) group welcomed in their parents and

carers to present to them what their different roles are.
Well done to all the pupils for speaking so confidently
and passionately about their roles. We also celebrated

the Saint Ralph Sherwin feast day across the school
and reviewed the Trust Mission statement. 



Monday 4th December Last swimming day for year 6 pupils

Monday 11th December
Key stage one Christmas performance - morning

(9.30am to 10.30am) then the evening
performance (6.00pm to 7.00pm)

Tuesday 12th December
Whole school trip to the pantomime at Buxton

Opera House

Wednesday 13th December
Key stage two Christmas performance - morning

(9.30am to 10.30am) then the evening
performance (6.00pm to 7.00pm)

Thursday 14th December

Christmas dinner day. We will also be Carol singing  
on this day at Watford House, in New Mills town

centre and at Jubilee Day Centre. Christmas
jumpers on this day if possible!

Friday 15th December

PTA Christmas Corousel day. We would be grateful
for a donation of £2.00 per child on this day. Our
parent and baby group also have their Christmas

party on this day.

Friday 22nd December

Christmas service - songs of celebration.
Everyone is very welcome to attend. 

Children should be collected after the service on
this day (2.00pm) at which time school will close

for the Christmas break.

Monday 8th January 2024 Everyone returns to school.

DATES TO NOTE

 Please do keep an eye on ClassDojo for
messages from the class teachers with

regards to nativity costumes.

There is no Star of the Week assembly
on Friday 8th December.



SCHOOL COMMUNITY NOTICES

Don’t forget to order your school
photographs by Monday 4th
December for a Christmas

delivery!

Please be very careful when
parking outside school. Please

drive slowly and don’t park on the
zigzags, even just to drop off.

If anyone has changed their name,
phone number, address, e-mail

address etc. recently please do let
us know so that we can amend the

database. It is vital that we hold
the correct contact details for

everyone

High attendance is vitally important to every child,
educationally, socially, and legally. This is a good
opportunity to remind everyone holidays should
not be booked during term time. Headteachers
are not permitted to authorise absences unless
there are exceptional circumstances. This does

not include reduced holiday costs. If a child is not
in school and the absence is not authorised, we

are under a duty to report this to the Local
Authority who may issue you with a penalty

notice.

Please give consent for your
child/children to attend the

pantomime on the 12th December
via ParentPay if you haven’t

already!

Our Stay and Play day for parents and
carers who have a child due to start

school in September 2024 takes place
on Thursday 21st December from
1.30pm to 2.30pm. Please do pass

this on to anyone you know who has
a child of this age.

If you don’t currently have access
to ClassDojo but you would like to,
please speak to the school office.



SAFEGUARDING

If you have any concerns about a child or something else, please contact one
of St Mary’s designated leads for Safeguarding on

safeguarding@nmm.srscmat.co.uk, who are:
Mrs Chapman – Headteacher and Senior Safeguarding lead

Mrs Mallabar – Designated Safeguarding Lead, Class Teacher and Mental
Health Ambassador

Mrs Laura Chapman (SENCO) – Designated Safeguarding Lead
Mr Matthew Pearson - Designated Safeguarding Lead

Please see the school website here:
https://www.stmarysnewmills.srscmat.co.uk/parents/snow-procedures/ for our adverse

weather procedures

As a school, we are always here to support you and your family. If your family circumstances
have changed, for example a loss of a loved one, a seperation or even a house move, please do
let us know. Changes like these will impact children and it would really help if we knew about

your changing circumstances to help us best support you all. 

Shout out to Mr
Pearson who has
completed all the

training and is
now a qualified

Designated
Safeguarding

Lead!
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