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FRIDAY NEWSLETTER

SAINT MARY'S CATHOLIC VOLUNTARY ACADEMY

Welcome to this week’s newsletter. This term has gone so fast and it is hard to believe we only have one half term left this year! On Tuesday,
the Eco team were very busy in preparing new plant tubs around school. Thank you to Mrs. Barber for giving so freely of her time to school.
Whilst on the subject of volunteers, you may have spotted how wonderful the school grounds are looking. Mr Hibbert has been coming in
weekly to weed, tidy and plant a range of flowers and seeds around school, including a new wild flower area. Thank you, Mr Hibbert, for our
wonderful display at the foot of our school cross.
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On Wednesday, a group of year S and € children attended the Dynamo cricket session. We also had the Cheerfest event on Thursday! Thank you
all for your generaosity in donating flowers for our May Queen procession which took place on Wednesday. The children walked to church with
our newly appointed May Queen = Faith. We laid flowers at the statue of Mary at the Church grotto and said a decade of the Rosary whilst
class 3 led the prayer, Hail Holy Queen. This is a wonderful traditional procession that as a school we continue to embed.

We also had a writing focus across school this week where pupils had the opportunity to write independently. In class 1 the children took
their bookmark for an adventure. They created their own bookmarks, dressed up and then talked about and wrote about their wonderful
imaginary play. Class 2 created their own stories using traditional tales whilst classes 3 and 4 used their imaginations to write their own
stories. Pupils said, 'l love writing my own stories using my imagination, I can go inside my head and be anyone | want to make my own
adventure.’

On Thursday we had our science collapsed curriculum day. What an amazing fun filled day of learning all the pupils had, focusing on their
science learning. Please enjoy the photographs! Key stage 1 focused on biology and plants, class 3 created torches as part of their physics
learning and class 4 investigated the circulatory system using animal hearts! Click here to hear the children talking about their day -
https://youtu.be/P23SW80v-~KE

On Friday, our amazing PTA presented our year six pupils with their leavers hoodies. We also had a wonderful display from our cheerleading
team, thank you to Mrs Evans for helping them to create w onderful display of their skills. What a lovely way to finish the term. | wish each
and everyone of you a wonderful half term holiday and look forward to seeing you after the break.

Mrs Chapman.

Come and read with us! Parents and carers are invited to come and read with their children
on the following days:
Class 3 - Thursday 13th June - 9.40am (after assembly)
Class 2 - Thursday 20th June - 9.tOam (after assembly)
Year 5 (year 6 will be on their residential visit) - Wednesday 26th June - 2.30pm
Class 1 - Friday Sth July - 2.30pm (class one will not be in star of the week assembly on this
day)

Copies of both the school newstetters and the Parish newsletters can be found here -
https//www.stmarysnewmills srsemat.co.uk/news/newsletters/
Our Catholic life and mission newsletter can be found here https//www.stmarysnewmillssrsemat.co.uk/ca =
life/catholic-social-teaching/
Our Trust newsletter can be found here https.//bit.ly/300sidI



staff profile - Mrs Smith

Mrs Smith has worked at St. Mary's since 2017, she has over 24 years of experience working
with pupils with Special Educational Needs. Prior to working at St. Mary’s, she worked at an
enhanced resource unit for children with profound needs, challenging behaviour and autism.
Mrs Smith has completed a Level 3 diploma in Children's care and learning development. In
addition, she has completed an in=depth range of training in autism awareness, social stories,
ADHD, behaviour, emotional coaching, Makaton and sensory processing.
Mrs Smith is passionate about working with pupils with additional needs. She loves being with
her family and walking her dog.
Fun Fact = Each week Mrs Smith participates in, 'Reformer Pilates!’




puring the month of May we are
praying the Rosary for Peace and
collecting any spare pennies to
support Maisy Milk’s work with Aid
to the Church in Need.
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Chromebooks and chromebook chargers

We recently announced that class 3 pupils would no
longer be bringing their Chromebooks home each night.
Part of the reason is that some children are bringing
their Chromebooks into school uncharged, which means
they can’t do the work the teacher is setting in school.
We sent every key stage two child home with a
Chromebook, charger, silicone sleeve and carry bag.
Following on from this, fifteen pupils have informed us
that they have ‘lost’ their chargers. We would be
grateful for all chargers to be brought back into school
by class 3 pupils.

For class 4 pupils, Chromebooks should be charged
EVERY NIGHT.

If your child has lost their charger, we would be
grateful if you could replace this (they are around
+10.00 on Amazon). To replace so many lost chargers is
a big strain on the school budget, especially when we
have so many other areas where we need to spend
money, and budgets are very tight. Thank you for your
understanding.






Focus on writing

5 201 2 aqM )

.I &




Class | learning through play




Dynamo cricket

L W, TR T
- b ] e i
§ e
] I & L el 2
A Sl g
4 R -
e
.




May Queen procession

oA ESTINE




H. H. H. H.



Science collapsed curriculum day




Scnence couapsed cumcuiom dag







Science collapsed curriculum day

?
JIMW“M




Science collapsed curriculum da

—1 3 | E

>




Science collapsed curriculum day

Carbon )é]e







News from the PTA AN
PTA FUNDRAISING

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR EFFORTS - WE'VE MADE
A TOTAL OF £2336 SINCE mARCH!

WE MADE £161 AT
THE VALENTINES
pi1sco! £477 FROM CASVAL
CLOTHES DAYS

S £188 FROM THE V°
SCHOOL LOTTERY
AND £180 FROM
THE 800K FAIR!

.b.
AN AMAZING £930
WE ALSO FROM LEAP DAY
RECEIVED £700 SPONSORSHIP
FROM
WAITROSE!

.u. .U.



DATES TO NOTE

Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May Half term holidays
Thursday 6th June Class one assembly 9.15am (rearranged)
Thursday 13th June Class three assembly 9.15am

Class three - come and read with us! 9.40am (after the assembly) parents/carers of

Thursday 13th June class three pupils are invited in to come and read with their children
Friday 14th June Non uniform day (PTA) = bring a bottle for the bottle tombola
Thursday 20th June Class two assembly 9.15am
Thursday 20th June Class two = come and r:ead wi.th 'us! 9..40am (after the ass?mbly) 'pare'ntslcarers of
class two pupils are invited in to come and read with their children
Thursday 20th June Year € talk by Derbyshire police
Monday 24th June Drowning prevention talk by New Mills Leisure Centre = whole school
Wednesday 26th June to Friday 28th June Year six residential trip to Lea Green
vl
Thursday 27th June Music day! All parents and carers are welcome to come into school at 2.30pm
Friday 28th June Non uniform day (PTA) - bring chocolate for the chocolate tombola
Wednesday 3rd July Railway safety talk by Network Rail

Class one - come and read with us! 2.30pm parents/carers of class one pupils are
Friday Sth July invited in to come and read with their children. Class one will not be in star of the
week assembly on this day

Monday 8th July Last swimming lesson for year 3 and 4
Thursday 11th July Class 1and 2 trip to the Runway Visitor Park

Friday 12th July PTA summer fair

Monday 15th July Class four end of year production dress rehearsal (all invited) 1.30pm
Tuesday 16th July Class four end of year production (all invited) 6.00pm
Thursday 18th July Leavers Mass, 10.00am at Church. Everyone is welcome.

Friday 19th July School closes for the summer break



ABSENCES DURING TERM TIME

We continue to receive a number of messages from parents/carers requesting time off
school for holidays. Please could we remind everyone of your legal responsibilities in
relation to school attendance. In September 2013 the Education (Pupil Registration)
(England) (Amendment) Regulations 2013 came into force. These regulations make it clear
that Headteachers should not grant approval for any leave of absence during term=time,
including holidays, unless there are exceptional circumstances. These regulations also
state that holidays cannot be authorised retrospectively. Any requests should be on an
official school absence request form and handed into the school office for consideration
prior to any holiday/leave arrangements being made.

If an absence request is not granted and your child/children are absent on the dates
requested, these absences are marked as unauthorised and we have no option but to
refer cases to Derbyshire County Council for consideration of legal action.

This may result in:

- A Penalty Notice payable up to £120 fine per child.

- Prosecution under s444 (1) Education Act 1996 where, if convicted, you may be fined up
to £1000.

- Prosecution under s444 (1a) Education Act 1996 where, if convicted, you may be fined up
to £2500 and/or a community order or imprisonment.

Headteachers of maintained and academy schools across England are expected to abide
by these regulations and to request legal action when a child is absent during term time
without their permission = regardless of the child’'s wider school attendance.

Please do not book holidays during term time. We do understand that costs for holidays
are higher outside of term time (school staff suffer in the same way), but any time taken
out of school for holidays has a negative impact on both the child and the wider school. As
a Headteacher, | have a duty to address absences and a duty of my governing body is to
hold me accountable for it.

Mrs Chapman.



SAINT MARY'S

Saint Mary’s
Catholic
Voluntary
Academy, New
Mills.

Our wraparound club includes
lots of enrichment activities

including gardening, sports, free
play and homework support.

Breakfast club runs Monday to Friday from After school club runs Monday to Thursday (not
7.30am and includes cereal, toast and a drink. Fridays) to 5.30pm and includes snacks, such as

£4.00 per day wraps, cheese and crackers, yogurts and a drink.
£8.00 per day

vouchers

BOOK VIA Call Us . Use your tax-free childcare

PARENTPAY FOR @; 01663 742412

THE SESSIONS Or e-mail S :
. peak to the school office
YOU NEED info@nmm.srscmat.co.uk R oo Tadte e ity



SCHOOL NOTICES

LanYonelhastangiclothestatdhome:
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ease be very careful when parking
W ‘k ‘t m“ m M?' outside school. Please drive slowly

and don’t park on the zigzags, even
just to drop off. This helps to keep

M MS m w our children safe.

If you don’t currently have access to m w to

ClassDojo but you would like to,

If anyone has changed their name,
please speak to the school office. m w m fany g

phone number, address, e-mail

m u' fllﬂl to address etc. recently please do let us
m h ”B know so that we can amend the

database. It is vital that we hold the
(- m correct contact details for everyone.
W starr o8 the wesks this wesk ”

High attendance is vitally important to every child,
educationally, socially, and legally. This is a good
opportunity to remind everyone holidays should not
be booked during term time. Headteachers are not
permitted to authorise absences unless there are

OUgsta tements “Wﬁ“‘ weelgwas exceptional circumstances. This does not include
-Iean m& comtontabierand reduced holiday costs. If a child is not in school and
mm w the absence is not authorised, we are under a duty to

report this to the Local Authority who may issue you
with a penalty notice.

SCHOONATNTENDANCE [THISIWEEK!



OUR MISSION STATEMENT

S - Service and Stewardship
— We care for each other - ‘Love one another as | have loved you'
— We understand our obligation and responsibility to other in our local. national and world wide

communities.

- We are learning to become global citizens, courageously following in Jesus’ footsteps.
- We are working together to Building God's Kingdom on Earth.

— We are helping to look after the most vulnerable in our communities.

T - Togetherness

- We work together for the greater good.

- We work together cooperatively as a team.

- We are disciples of Christ and we show this through our actions.

- We are stronger together.

M - Mission

— We ensure all of our pupils receive the best learning opportunities through the provision of a broad

and diverse curriculum.

— We bring Christ to all of our children. ensuring that he is front and
‘Rip of the Roof'.

- We are the living Gospel.

- We strive to be the best we can be and achieve our God given p
A - Awe and Wonder

— We are inspiring our pugils to be future leaders.

— We recognise the awe and wonder in God's creation.

in everything we do -

— We recognising our uniqueness in the eyes of God.
— We are being inspired to learn more, know more and understand more.

R — Reconciliation and Foregiveness

~ We know how to say sorry and recognise when we have done something wrong.
— We know how to ask God and others for forgiveness.
- We know how to forgive others as God forgives us.
- We know that we can learn from our mistakes and this
Y - Yes!

- We are Saying ‘yes’ to God by following in His footsteps and accepting o our hearts.
- We are Saying ‘yes’ to opportunities that present t
- We are saying ‘yes’ to new challenges and perseveri
- We are saying ‘yes’ to helping those in need.

to become closer to God.

- We are saying ‘yes’ to achieving our best through t of our broad and diverse

curriculum,

- We are saying ‘yes’ to celebrating our differences.

S - Spirituality

- We recognise our faith in God and that we are all part of something greater.

- w hrough prayer we discover who we are and why we are here.
our Gospel Values, of acceptance, hoge, faith, courage, honesty, love, charity.

at “l am Important and Precious because God loves me”.



SCHOOL HEALTH

There is lots of information available about children and
young people’s health, including the school nursing
team, vaccinations and the national child measurement
programme here - www.derbyshire.gov.vuk/social-
heatth/health-and-wellbeing/your-health/children-
and-young-peoples-health/children-and-young-
peoples-health.aspx

A

Information about the neurodiversity hub, which is
based in Buxton, can be found here - www.zink.ork.uk

There is also lots of information on our school website,
including information about the foodbank here -
https.//www.stmarysnewmillssrscmat.co.uk/parents/fa
mily-support-and-school-health/




SAFEGUARDING

If you have any concerns about a child or something else, please contact
one of 5t Mary'’s designated leads for Safeguarding on
safequarding@nmm.srscmat.co.uk, who are:

Mrs Chapman — Headteacher and Senior Safeguarding (ead
Mrs Mallabar - Designated Safeguarding Lead, Class Teacher and Mental
Health Ambassador
Mrs Laura Chapman (SENCO) - Designated Safequarding Lead
Mr Matthew Pearson - Designated Safeguarding Lead

As a school, we are always here to support yov and your family. If your family
circumstances have changed, for example a loss of a loved one, a seperation or even
a house move, please do let us know. Changes like these will impact children and it
would really help if we knew about your changing circumstances to help us best

support you all.
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SAFEGUARDING ONLINE

It is really important to think about keeping our children safe online. Please do set parenta
controls on your children’s devices so that you can control what they see and how long they can
use their devices for. It is also vital to talk to your children about why you are doing this and et

them know that they can talk to you if they see something inappropriate or upsetting.

The NSPCC have some fantastic resources which are free to access, explaining how to keep
children safe online and how to set parental controls - https.//www.nspce.org.uk/keeping-
children-safe/online-safety/#quides
They also have guides about social media platforms and how to help children stay safe when
using them. As a reminder, no primary school age pupils should be accessing social media at all.
Primary aged children aren’t able to understand the consequences of decisions made when vsing
social media, they are at risk because of WHAT THEY MIGHT SEE, WHO THEY MIGHT SPEAK TO and
HOW THEY MIGHT BEHAVE. Please help to keep all of our children safe by ensuring that none of
our children are using social media.

Please also be alert to children watching films or playing games which are not appropriate for
their age and stage. Always follow the age guidance and be mindful of young children watching
upsetting or violent films or playing games not meant for their age, This can be very distressing
and can cause long term harm.

SCHOOL CHROMEBOOKS ~ AS A REMINDER, THE CHROMEBOOKS THAT KEY STAGE TWO CHILDREN BRING
HOME EVERYDAY ARE ONLY TO BE USED FOR LEARNING. IN SCHOOL, THE CHROMEBOOKS ARE FILTERED
TO ENSURE THAT NO INAPPROPRIATE SITES CAN BE ACCESSED BUT ONCE THE DEVICE IS TAKEN HOME, WE
DO NOT HAVE CONTROL OF WHAT IS VIEWED AS THIS IS LINKED TO YOUR HOME WI-F1 CONTROLS.
CHILDREN SHOULD NOT BE ACCESSING SITES SUCH AS TIKTOK, YOUTUBE, FACEBOOK ETC. ON THESE
DEVICES. CHILDREN SHOULD NOT BE LEFT UNSUPERVISED ON THEIR CHROMEBOOKS. IF WE FIND THAT
CHILDREN ARE NOT USING THEM PROPERLY, WE WILL REMOVE THE DEVICES FOR HOME USE.



EXTRA INFORMATION

CALLING
FOUNDATION
GOVERNORS

Calling Foundation Governors

An invitation for you!

Date & Time

Thursday 27 June 2024
7.00pm - 8.00pm

Christ is the foundation

of the whole educational enterprise b
in a Cathelic school. VIRTUAL - Microsoft Teams
The Catholic School, §34
Calling Foundation Governors... 3":_':}%"&“%:5

Are you looking for o way fo live out your foith and serve your local S Smngham, Hosighanatio.
community at the same time? '

If 20, becoming a foundation governor could be just the thing for you, o St Rﬂlgh
Sherwin
Bishop Patnick McKinney is seeking practising Catholics to appoint as S Bty Ductoablo, Smonciily

new foundation governors to our diocesan schools. Foundation
governors play a vital role in maintaining and developing the Catholic A ST THOMAS

character of our schools. !hg AQUINAS

This event is designed to provide information about the role of a Sener e et
foundation governor, the application process and the support offered. o

To reserve your place please contact Julie Sweeney: julis

Please see this message from Derbyshire County Council:
Derbyshire County Council Household Support Fund

As part of the Government’s Household Support Fund Scheme, Derbyshire County Council is distributing funding to household’s struggling to pay for food, energy, and essential living costs.
As part of the scheme, the Council will again be distributing grocery vouchers. Information about who is eligible for the vouchers is available on the website and distribution will start in (ate June 202'+. We
will update the website when all vouchers have been distributed and provide details of what parents and carers should do if they have not received their voucher.
Full details about the scheme and the support available for those experiencing financial hardship is available on our website at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/householdsupportfund

SAINT MARY'S

£

EV%RY MhUTE w

COUNTS

CHILDREN FIND ARRIVING LATE FOR SCHOOL UPSETTING AND THEY MISS QUT ON IMPORTANT
'OPPORTUNITIES. PLEASE WORK WITH U TO PROVIOE YOUR CHILO WITH THE BEST CHANCES OF LEARNING
BY ENSURING THEY ARE IN SCHOOL EVERY DAY AND ON TIME.
Your child has arrived in time to meet
friends and get ready for morning work in class.

8.45AM ¢ : ’
tit' to * The school day begins at 8.450m g\ f R, :’
1
!

s

i

with soft start for key stage one.

The classrooms are open and L -
.-ee oo children should come into school & ‘\
> Ja PV
Meals?

For avery pupi regstered , the schod wil receve
additional fundingin the school budget caled Fupl
Pramium which is used to help raise achieverment

8.55AM ’
The register is completed
Children should be ready to start
their learning.
9.00am - Your child is late and has missed the
hfgiming of the school day. 5 minutes ate means
3 days lost per year.

levels
By ensuring that as many eigble famies as
possiia have appied for free school meals, we wil
receive our maximum Pusl Premium funding which
enables us to provide the best education for cur

i,
9.10AM (
‘ The teacher has explained the
Search ‘Derbyshire County learning and lessons have started 2
Council Free School Meals’ g * ::g:m =15 winuta: fats mears 2 dai: test per: 4
'\ . for the link to apply!

B e erourage paranne of chian who raseie 9.15AM

. ”~
1| Universal iInfant Free School Meals to stil apply o = Lessons are well underway and ¢ =~
| for Free School Meals as this wil ensure school * ' waork i being produced. N

receives essential funcing. :

/

contact the schodl office if you need any *
appiying for Free School Medals. 9.15am - The register closes. Any arrival after this time is an unauthorised absence.



COMMUNITY NOTICES

WE ARE HOLDING A FAMILY FUN DAY AT ST. MARGARET'S, GLOSSOP
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH WILLOW WOOD HOSPICE ON SATURDAY 29TH
JUNE NAM-4PM.

THERE WILL BE STALLS, FOOD, DRINKS, FACE PAINTERS, PONY RIDES,
ICE CREAM VAN, BOUNCY SLIDE, BOUNCY CASTLE, RIDES, FIRE
BRIGADE, LIVE BAND AND A COLOURFUL FOAM BLASTING
RUN/WALK CALLED FOAM FEST AROUND THE FIELD FOR ALL TO
ENJOY! EVERYONE WELCOME!

Mellor Golf Club are now offering

FREE Junior
Membership

to ALL primary school children
aged 11 & under!

We have a range of
opportunities for coaching and
playing, so that juniors can
develop their skills and build up
to being able to play the full 18
holes.

Individual er group lessons are

also available if required
(at an additional cost) with our

PGA Professional Gary.
Our Junior organisers are fully

DBS checked and we are

To enquire - please contact Cheryl on accredited by Safe Golf.

cheryl@mellorgolf.co.uk or 0161 427 2208




Enter our
SuperDraw "
Win a £1,000 ~aN)¢
Sainsbury’s Voucher 5. @ XL i

SAINT MARY'’S

SCHOOL
LOTTERY

Tickets cost just £1 a week
Chance to win up to £25,000

Play weekly, or just play the Super Draw!

Win £1,000 to spend in Sainsbury's



