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Welcome to the last newsletter this half term. The pupils have been very busy in a range of activities this week. The
Fairtrade team were in action raising funds through a Fairtrade tuckshop. All monies raised goes to help those less
fortunate than us. The pupils use this opportunity to gain a better understanding about Fairtrade around the
world and why it is important.

Class 3 had a wonderful Tudor banquet on Wednesday. The pupils are studying Tudors as their history topic this
term. Villiam told us; ' | enjoyed the Tudor banquet especially being a rich person because I could eat pork pies and
chicken. We learnt about the differences between what the rich ate and what the poor ate.

On Thursday all pupils accessed a range of practical science activities throughout the day. In class 1, we focused
on what a plant needs to grow and what is evergreen and deciduous in our garden, class 2 completed pond dipping
and investigated objects that sink and float, class 3 have been testing electrical circuits and identifying
conductors and insulators whilst class 4 have been removing DNA from a strawberry and dissecting pig's hearts
to identify their functions.

On Friday, we had our May Queen crowning and procession. This year Layla was nominated as our May Queen.
Congratulations to Layla. Thank you to the parishioners who attended the event at church and thank you for all of
the flowers that were brought in.

Just a quick note about attendance. We know that holidays are very expensive during the school holidays (school
staff suffer in the same way) but the rules around absences and fines come from the DfE and all schools and local
authorities are expected to follow them. Please do complete a leave of absence form if you need to take your
child/children out of school during term time, even if it is only one day. Please do be honest with us about
absences. If children are off school with an illness for more than 48 hours, schools are expected to make contact
with parents/carers to clarify if the child is still poorly. These are mandatory rules which we have to follow. Thank
you for always being honest with us and respectful to staff.

I hope everyone has a lovely week next week, we're hopeful that the weather might be improving! Please do keep an
eye on ClassDajo for the important dates to note as we return to school. The second half of the summer term does
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THIS WEEK'S CELEBRATION OF THE WORD
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et EDas Communication can take many forms in the world today. It is a way of
Em'w}émdﬁug building relationships and sharing the good news of our faith with others,
SR This week we are called to think about the different ways we can
' communicate Cod's message to the world and how we can bring people
\ S e \\._"‘" together and inspire others through the message that we share.
; Hebrew Bible —— =
'\ : Proverbs 15:1-4
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MAY 2026 - YEAR A - TTH WEEK OF EASTERTIDE

communication through socai
what message do we want to send, and what words

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY
11TH 18TH 19TH
Monday of Tuesday of

7TH Easter Week T | |[Easter Week 7

SUNDAY IN
EASTERTIDE
Communication
Sunday St John | St Dunstan
Pape, Martyr Archbishop of
Canterbury

tec , our words have the
the world need right now.

WEDNESDAY

Send a message to someone this week to tell themn that they are loved.

Virtu Link: Diligence
CST Link Diguty
Mizsion: Send & message to someone

Communication ===
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to travel anywhere on Earth. So the question is...
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Wednesday of | [Thursday of
Easter Week 7| |[Easter Week 7

St Bernadine
of Siena,

Priest

Christopher,
agallanes
artyr

FRIDAY SATURDAY
2ND
Friday of Saturday of

Easter Week 7| |Easter Week 7

St Rita of
Cascia



Join us on Saturday 6™ of June at this
year’s “Heroes & Villains” theme
carnival to represent our school in the
parade by dressing up as one of the
101 Dalmatians.

Cruella de Vil will be joining the parade
- any guesses who this will be!?

If your child/children would like to take part, please e-mail
Mrs Oxley to confirm on joxley@nmm.srscmat.co.uk We
would also be grateful for parent/carer volunteers to walk
with us during the parade. If you can help on the day,
please do add this to your e-mail.



OUR SCHOOL WEEK - FAIR TRADE TUCKSHOP
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OUR SCHOOL WEEK - TUDOR BANQUET

. o - . 3
7. 2 2 : s ’ | \ 1 \
! P | b

{ : !










OUR SCHOOL WEEK - MAY QUEEN PROCESSION
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With Father’s Day on the
Horizon, we want to
celebrate ALL the Marvellous

Men in our lives whatever
their relationship might be.

The sale will take place at
school after registration on

Wednesday 17" June 2026

Each Child who wishes to .
take part should bringin£2 = /
to purchase the item they /

NEWS FROM OUR PTA

T MARY

CALLING ALL

FOOTBALL:

FANS!

FRIDAY 19"™6fUNE
cited-for the W@rld Cup?

Up.event on the afternoon of the.
' 19 of June.

ease getinitotuichifonmore, infol
)

CONTACT THE PTAON -

STMARYSPTA.NEWMILLS@
GMAIL.COM

* OUR SCHOOL *

(= ADVENTURE B

+  GET ACTIVE. HAVE FUN. EXPLORE THE WORLp
A SPONSORED EVENT FOR OUR SCHooL =

- @~ FRIDAY 19™ JUNE ?

TRAVEL TO AS MANY

i COUNTRIES AS YOU CAN!

Visit each country station
around the course

Complete the activity
at each country

Collect a stamp in your
passpor

) o Bl o ich i 1 -~
. . - rt
See how many countries
you can visit!
Ao

Ask family and friends to sponsor you
for every co you visit or for a
! fixed amu nl enny raised will
hool!

"J LET’S MAKE IT OUR GREATEST WORLD CUP!

TEAMWORK * RESPECT = FUN * SUCCESS

CASUAL
CLOTHES DAY

DLodte Dy

Friday 26th June

CASUAL
CLOTHES DAY

Crivcoiae ,@@

Friday 3rd July

Please bring in a bar of chocolate for the
tombola at the upcoming Summer Fair!

Please bring in a bottle for the tombola at
the upcoming Summer Fair!

LLIE




PARISH NEWS

A

A message from our parish:

The Wednesday club meeting on the 27th May will be an afternoon tea.
We will be crowning our lady in the grotto with a crown made by the
children of St Mary’s School.

After a short procession around the church we will sing a few hymns and
then sit and enjoy tea and cake along with wonderful conversations.
The procession will start at 1 pm from the car park at New Mills.
Familics please come along and enjoy a fun packed afternoon.

For any more information please speak to Joe Hennigan or David
Mellor.




Our PE kit is: a plain

white t-shirt and black , A
shorts, black jegging E o)
bottoms and a royal % _{é‘v
blue hoodie or ups®
sweatshirt. Trainers Children should not be
should be designed for e T\ ] s wearing Ugg style
sport, well fitting and in \ : ~ boots, Converse style
good condition. i ’.;;:; i trainers or leggings on
S

No earrings should non PE days.

be worn on PE

WV S
'// days. If you cannot .
remove your child’s All children with J
earrings, please long hair should
ta p e them up have their hair tied
- before school. Th o e

hlp P

OUR PE DAYS ARE

CLASS ONE - THURSDAY AND FRIDAY
CLASS TWO- TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY
CLASS THREE- MONDAY AND THURSDAY

CLASS FOUR- MONDAY AND FRIDAY

ACTIVE WEAR SHOES TO BE WORN EVERY DAY

J PE KIT TO BE WORN ON PE DAYS

J WATER BOTTLE NEEDED EVERY DAY .

COAT SUITABLE FOR THE CONDITIONS ON THE
DAY NEEDED EVERY DAY
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School attendance

The importance of school attendance

We want our children at Saint Mary’s to enjoy coming to school and to love their learning. Our attendance target for the whole
school is 95% or above.

Research shows that there is a high correlation between school attendance, academic performance and success. Absence from
school is often the biggest single cause of poor performance and achievement.

Why s it so important to attend every day? %

« Learning is a progressive activity; each day'’s lessons build upon those of the previous day(s). Each missed lesson is a missed
learning opportunity.

« Reading the material and completing work independently does not compensate for direct interaction with a teacher.

« Teachers often use whole class discussions, demonstrations, debate, experiments and small grovp work as part of their daily
learning activities, and these cannot be caught up by those who are absent.

« Parents and carers have a legal duty to ensure that their child receives an education.

Are there other benefits to my child?
« Pupils with good attendance records generally achieve higher grades and enjoy school more.
« Having a good education will help to give your child the best possible start in life.
« Regular school attendance patterns encourage the development of other responsible patterns of behaviour including
independence skills and life skills.

What are the risks of frequent absences?
« A child who does not attend school regulariy will be unlikely to keep up with the work.
« The more a child misses school, the lower their grades; the lower their grades, the less they want to stay be school. The only
way to break this cycle is regular, high levels of attendance.

What can parents do to help?

« Parents and carers must model how they value education, including the importance of regular attendance, good
punctuality, being respectful to teachers etc.

« If your child starts missing school, work with us to put things right. We are here to support you.

« If yoor child is ill or must miss school for some other reason, contact school immediately.

« Take an interest in your child’s schoolwork and be involved in the school as much as possible - your child will valve school
more if you do. Come to assemblies, join the PTA, attend parent consultation appointments ete.

« Read with your child/children every night. Reading helps to build a strong and rich vocabulary. It increases empathy,
showing children new perspectives and new worlds. Even five minutes per night is hugely beneficial.

« If you are not sure if your child should attend school due to illness, contact the school office who will advise you.

) 0
Check your child’s Attendance 100% 94%
really 0 days of lost 11 days of lost
attendance e TTaTaIat learning learning
percentage on the Saint
o
Arbor app and Mary’s @
compare it to this SAINT MARY'S
grld' ) / Very best Less chance of
9 3 - h f
If you don’t have D, e ecess

access to Arbor,

please (et the school If you need help to increase your childs attendance, speak to your
office know. class teacher or the school office.




DAT Es TO N OTE Upcoming dates can also be seen on ClassDojo and on our website. Please note that dates and times may change

due to circumstances beyond our control.

Monday 25 May to Friday 29* May Half term holidays
Parent Drop in for SEND
Tuesday 2™ June 3:30PM=4:15 PN

Everyone is welcome to attend, the focus is transition and EBSNA.

Saturday 6% June New Hills carnival

Wednesday 10" June Parents and carers meeting for children joining us in September 2026

Class 3 assembly and open reading session. Please join us for class 3's
assembly followed by a reading session (outside hopefully) with

th
WiZp s Jubt oD parents/carers. 9.15am-10.30am. Please bring a picnic blanket for sitting on
the grass!
Friday 12* June Class 1and 2 trip to Legoland and Sealife Manchester
Friday 12% June PCSO0 Buller in school to talk to year 6 pupils

Key stage one and two sports days. Sports day for key stages one and two. Key
Monday 15 June stage one sports day takes place from 9.30am to 10.15am and key stage two
sports day takes place from 10.30am to 11.30am

Wednesday 17* June PTA = Marvellous Men sale - please bring +2.00

Class 1 assembly and open reading session. Please join us for class 1's assembly
Thursday 18" June followed by a reading session (outside hopefully) with parents/carers. 9.15am-
10.30am. Please bring a picnic blanket for sitting on the grass!

Friday 19* June PTA World Cup Adventure day (see poster)
Wednesday 17*" June to Friday 19* June Bikeability training for year 5 pupils
Wednesday 24 June to Friday 26" June Lea Green residential trip for year 6 pupils

Non uniform day in exchange for a bottle for the PTA's summer fair - bottle

: th
Friday 26" June stall

Monday 29" June Year 5 pupils to visit Saint Thomas More



ABSENCES DURING TERM TIME

The Department for Education (DfE) have introduced some new guidance for schools and Local Authorities (LAs) for managing school attendance. They have
also introduced a new national framework for penalty notice and amended the law. These changes come into effect from the 19 August 2024 and all schools
and LAs across the country will be expected to follow the new statutory guidance.

Support first

The importance of regular attendance at school cannot be stressed enough. All schools and LAs are expected to promote school attendance and provide
support to remove barriers where a pupil is struggling to attend school. This may mean that the school raises the issue of attendance even if your child has
only had a couple of days off ill. This is not because they don’t believe you. By working with you, schools can step in early to help to prevent patterns of absence
developing. Schools may identify other underlying issues that are making your child reluctant to attend school and be able to help you and your child.

For this to be successful parents need to work with the school. Where it can be demonstrated that a parent/carer is not fulfilling their parental responsibility
to ensure that their child receives a suitable full-time education then the school can consider requesting that the LA take further action. This can be in the
form of a penalty notice, prosecution, or the school may suggest other formal interventions.

National Framework for penalty notices

To provide consistency, the Government have introduced a new national framework for when schools and LAs believe that they have exhausted all offers of
support and the parent/carer is not engaging with the attempt to improve their child’s attendance at school.

The threshold for when a school should consider next steps is 10 sessions (S school days) of unauthorised absence in a rolling period of 10 school weeks. A
school week means any week in which there is at least one school session. This can be made up of any form of unauthorised absence including late after close
(attendance code U) of register and odd days of unauthorised absence (attendance code 0) which add up to 5 days within a 10-week period.

At this point the school will consider if it is likely that the attendance will improve with further support. They may then decide to refer the case to the LA for
formal monitoring. This may proceed to legal action if the attendance does not improve.

Education Penalty Notices are issued to parents of statutory school age children. They can be issued to each parent or carer who is deemed liable for the
child’s absence from school. The new costs and process is outlined below:

First Offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued for Term Time Leave or Irregular Attendance the amount will be: £1€0 per parent, per child paid within
28 days. Reduced to 80 per parent, per child if paid within 21 days.

Second Offence (within 3 years) =The second time a Penalty Notice is issued for Term Time Leave or Irregular Attendance the amount will be: +1€0 per parent,
per child paid within 28 days.

Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - The third time an offence is committed for Term Time Leave or Irregular Attendance a Penalty Notice
will not be issued, and the case will be presented straight to the Magistrates’ Court.

Term time holidays

Pupils should not be taken out of school during term time unless it is unavoidable. Schools are required to consider requests for leave of absence in term time
and should only approve the leave if there are exceptional circumstances. If a request for leave is denied and the pupil is absent for 5 days or more then the
school is expected to refer the case to the LA. The LA will issue a penalty notice with no requirement for a formal warning to be issued. Penalty notices can also
be issued where a pupil is absent for repeated incidents of unauthorised leave in term time that fall below the S-day threshold. In every case, the request for
the Penalty Notice comes in from the school to the LA for the process to be completed.

New registration codes
You might find that your child's attendance report looks slightly different this year. The DfE have amended some of the codes to include numbers as well as
letters. These new codes are to enable schools, LA and the DfE to better understand the reasons for absence. For example:

Code C: Leave of absence for exceptional circumstance.

Code C1: Leave of absence for the purpose of participating in a requlated performance. The important thing for you as a parent is still the C which means that
the absence was authorised. There is also a new code which has been introduced for pupils who are on the school roll but are temporarily being provided with an
alternative education by the local authority, such as a home tutor.

Code K: Attending education provision arranged by the local authority.

Full details of all of the changes can be found by visiting the Government webpage: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-
improve=-school-attendance

As a reminder, in September 2013 the government introduced new regulations making it clear that Headteachers must not give approval for any leave of absence
during term time, including holidays, unless there are exceptional circumstances.

Any requests for term time leave should be made on a ‘Leave of Absence’ form available from the school office and handed in ten school days before the first
date of the requested absence whenever passible. You must have received written authorisation before your child can be absent from school.

Parent/carers may be issued with a penalty notice fine or prosecution should leave of S days or more be taken which is not authorised by the Headteacher, or
where repeated incidents of leave in term time for less than 5 days occur or where the unauthorised absence contributes to wider poor attendance that meets
the legal threshold. Absence deemed for the reason of unauthorised leave in term time will be marked in the register with the Attendance code G.

You may be issued with a Penalty Notice should leave be taken which is not authorised. If unpaid this could lead to prosecution under section 444(1) of The
Education Act 1996.



IN AN EMERGENCY, WHEN THE SCHOOL ANSWERPHONE I$ SWITCHED ON,
RING 07355 221723 T0 SPEAK TO WRAPAROUND STAFF.

SAINT MARY'S

Saint Mary’s
Catholic
B3 / Voluntary
et Academy, New
Mills.

Wrap
Around
Club

Our wraparound club includes
lots of enrichment activities
including gardening, sports, free
play and homework support.
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Lego and games

-

_% Sports and Fitness
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Breakfast club runs Monday to Friday from After school club runs Monday to Thursday (not
7.30am and includes cereal, toast and a drink. Fridays) to 5.30pm and includes snacks, such as
£4.00 per day wraps, cheese and crackers, yogurts and a drink.

£8.00 per day

BOOK VIA
PARENTPAY FOR

3 Call Us Use your tax-free childcare
01663 742412 vouchers
‘) _ .
Ona-ma Speak to the school office
for more information!

THE SESSIONS
YOU NEED info@nmm.srsecmat.co.uk
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No photography or videos are allowed on
personal devices in school. This includes during
sports days, assemblies, performances and
school trips. This is to keep our most vuinerable
children safe.

"discussion this



OUR MISSION STATEMENT

S - Service and Stewardship

— We care for each other — ‘Love one another as | have loved you’

- We understand our obligation and responsibility to other in our local. national and world wide communities.
- We are learning to become global citizens. courageously following in Jesus' footsteps.
- We are working together to Building God's Kingdom on Earth.

- We are helping to look after the most vulnerable in our communities.

T - Togetherness

- We work together for the greater good.

- We work together cooperatively as a team.

- We are disciples of Christ and we show this through our actions.

- We are stronger together.

M — Mission

— We ensure all of our pupils receive the best learning opportunities through the provision of a broad and diverse

curriculum,
— We bring Christ to all of our children. ensuring that he is front and centre in everything we do - ‘Rip of the
ROOf".

- We are the living Gospel.
- We strive to be the best we can be and achieve our God given pote
A - Awe and Wonder

- We are inspiring our pupils to be future leaders.

- We recognise the awe and wonder in God's creation.

— We recognising our uniqueness in the eyes of God.
— We are being inspired to learn more. know more and understand more.

R — Reconciliation and Foregiveness

- We know how to say sorry and recognise when we have done something wrong.

- We know how to ask God and others for forgiveness.

- We know how to forgive others as God forgives us.

- We know that we can learn from our mistakes and this enables us to become closer to God.
J=Yes!

- We are Saying ‘yes’ to God by following in His footsteps and accepting Him into our hearts.
- We are Saying ‘yes’ to opportunities that present themselves to us.

- We are saying ‘yes’ to new challenges and persevering when they prove difficult.

- We are saying ‘yes’ to helping those in need.

- We are saying ‘yes’ to achieving our best through the provision of our broad and diverse curriculum.
- We are saying ‘yes’ to celebrating our differences.

S - Spirituality

- We recognise our faith in God and that we are all part of something greater.

- We know that through prayer we discover who we are and why we are here.

— We grow through our Gospel Values. of acceptance, hope. faith, courage. honesty, love, charity. solidarity and
tr

“I am Important and Precious because God loves me”.




SCHOOL HEALTH AND SEND

The SEND page of our school website can be found here -
https.//wwwstmarysnewmills srsemat.co.uk/information/send/

There is lots of useful information about our SENCO, our SEND offer and support we can
offer.

Please also see our SEND newsletter here -
https.//www.stmarysnewmills.srscmat.co.uk/news/newsletters/

Latest news from Mrs Chapman - SENCO

Once a half term, I will also be offering an informal parent drop

THE INCLUSION SUPPORT ADVISORY SERVICE (ISAS) HAVE SOME UPCOMING WEBINARS

session, with a keg focus. This is an opportunitg for parents to chat, ISAS WEBINARS - DERBYSHIRE LOCAL OFFER
share experiences, ask for advice and support one another. I will -
aim to share resources at the drop -in and share some qUiCk MANAGING SENSORY NEEDS
information about our SEND area focus before allowmg parents to DATE: WEDNESDAY 13 MAY 2026, 3:45PM TO 4:45PM

connect over coffee and cake! =Y €

LOCATION: ONLINE ~ VIA TEAMS - CLICK TO JOIN!

m DEVELOPING SKILLS AND UNDERSTANDING THROUGH YOUR UNIVERSAL OFFER

DATE: MONDAY 8 JUNE 2026, 3:45PM TO 4:45PM

EE———

LOCATION: ONLINE - VIA TEAMS

SEND Triage Form N STRATEGIES TO SUPPORT TRANSITION

For more information about Elective Home Education, please
see here -
https://www.stmarysnewmilissrscmat.co.uk/information/sen
d/

The Derbyshire Local Offer is in place to support children and young people with
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), as well as their parents and carers.
It provides clear information about available services and provision, including how

to apply for an assessment, early years support, education and learning, care
services, preparing for aduithood, heatth and wellbeing, financial support and
travel and transport. The Derbyshire Local Offer contains useful resources for
families. The Local Offer includes a directory of local SEND services, support groups,
and activities, empowering families to make informed decisions and enhance the
quality of life for children and young people with SEND in Derbyshire.

CHANNEL: HTTPS.//WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/@DERBYSHIRESENDLOCALOFFER
VIDEOQ: HTTPS.//WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=-EGISPYGQIHM

DATE: WEDNESDAY 1 JULY 2026, 3:45PM TO 4:45PM
LOCATION: ONLINE - VIA TEAMS

There is lots of information available about children and
young people’s heatth, including the school nursing team,
vaccinations and the national child measurement programme
here - www.derbyshire.gov.uk/social-health/heatth-and-
wellbeing/your-heatth/children-and-young-peoples-
health/children-and-young-peoples-heatth.aspx

DERBYSHIRE LOCAL OFFER

Helping and supporting children & young people
with special educational needs and disabilities to
be more confident in their communities and live
|ndependenﬂy

PlabiiRg ma Health and Fhmu
snmcos Wellbeing

WWW. Iocalnfferderbyshlre gov.uk

@gEnsvsmlﬁ Joined Up p Care
Derbyshire

\\'\\ \;m“ m



https://www.localoffer.derbyshire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/inclusion-support-advisory-service/isas-webinars/isas-webinars.aspx

SAFEGUARDING

If you have any concerns about a child or something else, please contact one of 5t Mary’s
designated leads for Safeguarding on safequarding@nmm.srscmat.co.uk, who are:
Mrs Chapman — Headteacher and Senior Safeguarding lead
Mrs Mallabar - Designated Safeguarding Lead, Class Teacher and Mental Health Ambassador
Mrs Lavra Chapman SENCO and class teacher - Designated Safequarding Lead
Mr Matthew Pearson - Designated Safequarding Lead, Class Teacher
Mrs Amy Hodgson - Designated Safeguarding Lead, Class Teacher

As a school, we are always here to support you and your family. If your family circomstances have
changed, for example a loss of a oved one, a seperation or even a house move, please do (et us
know. Changes like these will impact children and it would really help if we knew about your

changing circumstances to help us best support you all.

Knife crime - We know it can be tricky to start the conversation about knife

crime with your children or any young people you're close to, but it can be vital

to do so. Please see this information from Derbyshire Police about knife crime and
what we can all do to help prevent it -

https://www.derbyshire.police.uk/police-forces/derbyshire-
constabulary/areas/derbyshire—force-
content/campaigns/campaigns/2023/knife-crime/for-parents/
We are hoping to have a visit in the coming months from our PCS0 to talk to our

\ older children about the dangers of carrying knives.


mailto:info@nmm.srscmat.co.uk

SAFEGUARDING ONLINE

It is really important to think about keeping our children safe online. Please do set parenta
controls on your children’s devices so that you can control what they see and how long they can
use their devices for. It is also vital to talk to your children about why you are doing this and let

them know that they can talk to you if they see something inappropriate or vpsetting.

The NSPCC have some fantastic resources which are free to access, explaining how to keep
children safe online and how to set parental controls - https://www.nspce.org.uk/keeping-
children-safe/online-safety/#guides
They also have guides about social media platforms and how to help children stay safe when
using them. As a reminder, no primary school age pupils should be accessing social media at all.
Primary aged children aren't able to understand the consequences of decisions made when using
social media, they are at risk because of WHAT THEY MIGHT SEE, WHO THEY MIGHT SPEAK TO and
HOW THEY MIGHT BEHAVE. Please help to keep all of our children safe by ensuring that none of
our children are using social media.

Please also be alert to children watching films or playing games which are not appropriate for
their age and stage. Always follow the age guidance and be mindful of young children watching
upsetting or violent films or playing games not meant for their age, This can be very distressing
and can cause long term harm.

SCHOOL CHROMEBOOKS ~ AS A REMINDER, THE SCHOOL CHROMEBOOKS THAT CLASS THREE AND FOUR
CHILDREN HAVE ARE ONLY TO BE USED FOR LEARNING. IN SCHOOL, THE CHROMEBOOKS ARE FILTERED TO
ENSURE THAT NO INAPPROPRIATE SITES CAN BE ACCESSED BUT ONCE THE DEVICE IS TAKEN HOME, WE
DO NOT HAVE CONTROL OF WHAT IS VIEWED AS THIS IS LINKED TO YOUR HOME Wi-F1 CONTROLS.
CHILDREN SHOULD NOT BE ACCESSING SITES SUCH AS TIKTOK, YOUTUBE, FACEBOOK ETC. ON THESE
DEVICES. CHILDREN SHOULD NOT BE LEFT UNSUPERVISED ON THEIR CHROMEBOOKS. IF WE FIND THAT
CHILDREN ARE NOT USING THEM PROPERLY, WE WILL REMOVE THE DEVICES FOR HOME USE.

</>




@E}B Safety Keeping children
: Net safe online

When Something Goes Wrong Online
— A Simple Action Plan for Parents

1. Stay Calm First

If your child tells you something worrying:

¢ Thank them for telling you

* Avoid blaming or panicking

* Reassure them: “We'll deal with this together.”

2. Keep the Evidence

* Take screenshots (include usernames and dates)
* Save messages
* Keep profile IinkS scan the QR code with your

phane’s camera for Parent
Guides on how to help keep

3. Use OﬁiCiul Repurting Routes your children safe online

Grooming or exploitation - CEOP: www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre
lllegal images - Internet Watch Foundation: www.iwf.org.uk/report

Nude images shared (under 18s) — Report Remove: www.childline.org.uk/

info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/report-remove

If in immediate danger, call 999.

4. If You Feel Overwhelmed - Use Structured Support

You can use free ChatGPT to help structure next steps. @ ChatGPT

Free access: https://chat.openai.com Example prompts:

* My child received inappropriate messages. What steps should | take in the UK?
* How do | report online grooming?

* What should | say to my child after cyberbullying?

Important: ChatGPT is a support tool and does NOT replace official reporting or police action.

5. Ongoing Protection at Home

* Keep regular, calm conversations
* Review privacy settings together
* Monitor gaming contacts

* Encourage early disclosure

Children will make mistakes online, just as they do offline.
Trust and communication protect them more than punishment.

Online safety is when young people know who they can tell Devalopadiin pareaershilpwith
if they feel upset by something that has happened online. ;

Working with Home Office 'PREVENT’, The Police and Crime Commissioner
and Children's Safeguarding Partnerships to help keep children safe online.

Skips Educational Email: info@skipsed.com Tel: +44 121 227 1941

SI(ips www.skipssafetynet.org PEE
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MAY HALF TERM

MONDAY 25™ MAY - SUNDAY 31°" MAY 2026

MONDAY 25
Lane Swim
Learn to Swim

TUESDAY 26
Lane Swim
Crash Course
Aqua Fit
Widths Only
Lane Swim
Inflatable
Public Swim
Learn to Swim
Public Swim
Lane Swim

WEDNMNESDAY 27
Lane Swim

Crash Course
Widths Only
Family Swim
Lane Swim

Staff Training
Learn to Swim
Marple Club

08:00-08:45
09:00-13:30

06:45-09:00
09:00-10:00
10:00-11:00
11:00-11:45
11:45-13:15
13:30-14:15
14:30-15:15
15:30-19:00
19:00-19:45
19:45-21:15

06:45-09:00
09:00-10:00
10:00-10:45
10:45-11:30
11:35-13:05
13:15-15:30
15:30-19:00
19:00-21:30

THURSDAY 28
Lane Swim
Crash Course
Public Swim
Family Swim
Lane Swim
Swim Fit
Family Swim
Public Swim
Learn to Swim
Public Swim
Agua Zumba
Lane Swim

FRIDAY 29
Lane Swim
Crash Course
Swim Fit
Widths Only
Learn to Swim
Lane Swim
Family Swim
Family Swim
Public Swim
Learn to Swim
Lane Swim

SATURDAY
SUNDAY

(IS\"

SCAN THE QR CODE
TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE

L

06:45-09:00
09:00-10:00
10:00-10:45
10:45-11:30
11:30-13:00
13:00-13:45
13:45-14:30
14:30-15:15
15:30-18:30
18:30-19:15
19:15-20:00
20:05-21:35

06:45-09:00
09:00-10:00
10:00-11:00
11:15-12:00
12:00-12:30
1230-13:15
13:15-14:00
14:00-14:45
14:45-15:30
15:30-19:15
19:15-20:45

STANDARD
TIMETABLE

BS HAVING & |

R UP TO DATE TIMETARLE

SCRASHCOURSE MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE AND WILL HAVE

EXCLUSIVE USE OF 200







EXTRA INFORMATION

SAINT MARY'S

EVERY M&UTE

COUNTS

CHILDREN FIND ARRIVING LATE FOR SCHOOL UPSETTING AND THEY MISS OUT ON IMPORTANT
OPPORTUNTITIES. PLEASE WORK WITH US TO PROVIDE YOUR CHILD WITH THE BEST CHANCES OF LEARNING
BY ENSURING THEY ARE IN SCHOOL EVERY DAY AND ON TIME.
Your child has arrived in good time to meet
friends and get ready for morning work in class.

~y & -
¥ 8.45AM @ & p
The school day begins at 8.45am y
with soft start for key stage one. - i .
The classrooms are open and
children should come into school. "

'
" Je o '\\

~
A
|

\ y
I 4 9.00am - Your child is late and has missed the
/ beginning of the school day. 5 minutes late means
= 3 days lost per year.
9.10AM

The teacher has explained the -
learning and lessons have started. w

* 9.10am - 15 minutes late means 9 days lost per
year

= Lessons are well underway and # =~

¥ ’ work is being produced. N
\___l’/

/

9.15am - The register closes. Any arrival after this time is an unauthorised absence.

¥ / S
I 1
1T~ o = /
N Ty 8.55AM /
!‘ \‘_ S The register is completed. K
.- Children should be ready to start
\ 3 v their learning.

{
oulicd you
chil e

entitled to
Free School

Meals?

For every pupid registered . the school wil receive
additional funding in the school budget caled Pupi
Premium which is used to help raise achievement

levels.

By ensuring that as many eligible familes as
possible have appled for free schoo meals, vwe wil
receive our masimum Pupil Premium funding which

enables us to provide the best education for our
puils.

a
Search ‘Derbyshire County

Council Free School Meals’ &

N for the link to apply!
\ Ve encourage parents of children who receive
Universal Infant Free School Meals to stil apply
for Free School Meals as this wil ensure school
l receives essential funding.

Please contact the school office if you need any
, support applying for Free School Meails.




Enter our

Super Draw
“Win a £1,000 Aldi

Gift Card

~ OR £1,000.C*

@

Tickets cost just £1 a week

Chances to win up to £25,000

Play weekly, or just play the Super Draw!

Support our fundraising in 2026

BUY TICKETS

SAINT MARY'S . . .
G YOUR
* SCHOOL
Dy, A LOTTERY
GambleAware



	22ND MAY 2026
	FRIDAY NEWSLETTER
	SAINT MARY’S CATHOLIC VOLUNTARY ACADEMY
	Welcome to the last newsletter this half term. The pupils have been very busy in a range of activities this week. The Fairtrade team were in action raising funds through a Fairtrade tuckshop. All monies raised goes to help those less fortunate than us. The pupils use this opportunity to gain a better understanding about Fairtrade around the world and why it is important.
	Class 3 had a wonderful Tudor banquet on Wednesday. The pupils are studying Tudors as their history topic this term. William told us; ' I enjoyed the Tudor banquet especially being a rich person because I could eat pork pies and chicken.' We learnt about the differences between what the rich ate and what the poor ate.
	On Thursday all pupils accessed a range of practical science activities throughout the day. In class 1, we focused on what a plant needs to grow and what is evergreen and deciduous in our garden, class 2 completed pond dipping and investigated objects that sink and float, class 3 have been testing electrical circuits and identifying conductors and insulators whilst class 4 have been removing DNA from a strawberry and dissecting pig's hearts to identify their functions.
	On Friday, we had our May Queen crowning and procession. This year Layla was nominated as our May Queen. Congratulations to Layla. Thank you to the parishioners who attended the event at church and thank you for all of the flowers that were brought in.
	Just a quick note about attendance. We know that holidays are very expensive during the school holidays (school staff suffer in the same way) but the rules around absences and fines come from the DfE and all schools and local authorities are expected to follow them. Please do complete a leave of absence form if you need to take your child/children out of school during term time, even if it is only one day. Please do be honest with us about absences. If children are off school with an illness for more than 48 hours, schools are expected to make contact with parents/carers to clarify if the child is still poorly. These are mandatory rules which we have to follow. Thank you for always being honest with us and respectful to staff.
	I hope everyone has a lovely week next week, we’re hopeful that the weather might be improving! Please do keep an eye on ClassDojo for the important dates to note as we return to school. The second half of the summer term does seem to get busier every year!
	Mrs Chapman. Headteacher.
	The Diocesan guide to the Jubilee and more information about the Jubilee can be found here - https://www.stmarysnewmills.srscmat.co.uk/catholic-life/r-e/



	THIS WEEK’S CELEBRATION OF THE WORD
	OUR SCHOOL WEEK - FAIR TRADE TUCKSHOP
	OUR SCHOOL WEEK - TUDOR BANQUET
	OUR SCHOOL WEEK - CLASS 1 PLANTS TOPIC
	OUR SCHOOL WEEK - MAY QUEEN PROCESSION
	NEWS FROM OUR PTA
	CONTACT THE PTA ON -
	STMARYSPTA.NEWMILLS@GMAIL.COM
	PARISH NEWS
	School attendance
	The importance of school attendance
	Why is it so important to attend every day?
	Are there other benefits to my child?
	What are the risks of frequent absences?
	What can parents do to help?
	Check your child’s attendance percentage on the Arbor app and compare it to this grid! If you don’t have access to Arbor, please let the school office know.
	If you need help to increase your child’s attendance, speak to your class teacher or the school office.

	Half term holidays
	3:30PM–4:15 PM
	Everyone is welcome to attend, the focus is transition and EBSNA.
	New Mills carnival
	Parents and carers meeting for children joining us in September 2026
	Class 3 assembly and open reading session. Please join us for class 3's assembly followed by a reading session (outside hopefully) with parents/carers. 9.15am-10.30am. Please bring a picnic blanket for sitting on the grass!
	Class 1 and 2 trip to Legoland and Sealife Manchester
	PCSO Buller in school to talk to year 6 pupils
	Key stage one and two sports days. Sports day for key stages one and two. Key stage one sports day takes place from 9.30am to 10.15am and key stage two sports day takes place from 10.30am to 11.30am
	PTA - Marvellous Men sale - please bring £2.00
	Class 1 assembly and open reading session. Please join us for class 1's assembly followed by a reading session (outside hopefully) with parents/carers. 9.15am-10.30am. Please bring a picnic blanket for sitting on the grass!
	PTA World Cup Adventure day (see poster)
	Bikeability training for year 5 pupils
	Lea Green residential trip for year 6 pupils
	Non uniform day in exchange for a bottle for the PTA’s summer fair - bottle stall
	Year 5 pupils to visit Saint Thomas More

	ABSENCES DURING TERM TIME
	As a reminder, in September 2013 the government introduced new regulations making it clear that Headteachers must not give approval for any leave of absence during term time, including holidays, unless there are exceptional circumstances. Any requests for term time leave should be made on a ‘Leave of Absence’ form available from the school office and handed in ten school days before the first date of the requested absence whenever possible. You must have received written authorisation before your child can be absent from school. Parent/carers may be issued with a penalty notice fine or prosecution should leave of 5 days or more be taken which is not authorised by the Headteacher, or where repeated incidents of leave in term time for less than 5 days occur or where the unauthorised absence contributes to wider poor attendance that meets the legal threshold. Absence deemed for the reason of unauthorised leave in term time will be marked in the register with the Attendance code G.  You may be issued with a Penalty Notice should leave be taken which is not authorised. If unpaid this could lead to prosecution under section 444(1) of The Education Act 1996.

	IN AN EMERGENCY, WHEN THE SCHOOL ANSWERPHONE IS SWITCHED ON, RING 07355 221723 TO SPEAK TO WRAPAROUND STAFF.
	SCHOOL NOTICES
	No star of the Week this week - May Queen procession
	If you don’t currently have access to ClassDojo, ParentPay or Arbor but you would like to, please speak to the school office.
	You can check your child’s attendance percentage on Arbor! This is updated daily. Please let the school office know if you need any help with this.
	No photography or videos are allowed on personal devices in school. This includes during sports days, assemblies, performances and school trips. This is to keep our most vulnerable children safe.
	Our dinnertime discussion this week was -  ‘can you stop thinking?’


	SCHOOL ATTENDANCE WAS 96% THIS WEEK!
	OUR MISSION STATEMENT
	THE INCLUSION SUPPORT ADVISORY SERVICE (ISAS) HAVE SOME UPCOMING WEBINARS -
	SAFEGUARDING
	Knife crime - We know it can be tricky to start the conversation about knife crime with your children or any young people you're close to, but it can be vital to do so. Please see this information from Derbyshire Police about knife crime and what we can all do to help prevent it - https://www.derbyshire.police.uk/police-forces/derbyshire-constabulary/areas/derbyshire-force-content/campaigns/campaigns/2023/knife-crime/for-parents/  We are hoping to have a visit in the coming months from our PCSO to talk to our older children about the dangers of carrying knives.

	SAFEGUARDING ONLINE
	SCHOOL CHROMEBOOKS - AS A REMINDER, THE SCHOOL CHROMEBOOKS THAT CLASS THREE AND FOUR CHILDREN HAVE ARE ONLY TO BE USED FOR LEARNING. IN SCHOOL, THE CHROMEBOOKS ARE FILTERED TO ENSURE THAT NO INAPPROPRIATE SITES CAN BE ACCESSED BUT ONCE THE DEVICE IS TAKEN HOME, WE DO NOT HAVE CONTROL OF WHAT IS VIEWED AS THIS IS LINKED TO YOUR HOME WI-FI CONTROLS. CHILDREN SHOULD NOT BE ACCESSING SITES SUCH AS TIKTOK, YOUTUBE, FACEBOOK ETC. ON THESE DEVICES. CHILDREN SHOULD NOT BE LEFT UNSUPERVISED ON THEIR CHROMEBOOKS. IF WE FIND THAT CHILDREN ARE NOT USING THEM PROPERLY, WE WILL REMOVE THE DEVICES FOR HOME USE.

	EXTRA INFORMATION
	Tickets cost just £1 a week Chances to win up to £25,000 Play weekly, or just play the Super Draw! Support our fundraising in 2026

